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2 Vnder my feet— 


5 * come when Minus i in his dark retreat 


Whilck Nita lives would 1 revenge his fire. FRG 5 
Let him approach, my arm ſhall aid my bis» . n 3 
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My Within an hour to Manus tomb e ee 


: - The gods will to the tomb conduct its ſleps. 5 
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Expects you ſhould his cries appeaſe , 
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With the ſame diadem the monarch wore, 
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He comes to break a knot by. furies del, 10 


And am I then Semiramis 5 ſon? 
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Nat to phrficions boldneſs be a prey; _ EO OO. 
And whilſt the palace wept the loſs ſuppos d, 1 e 
Phbradates ſav d you from the Jaws of death. I RE GIL f 
Thoſe pow'rful fimples which in Perſſa's ics © | 
The ſun with warmth benign brings forth, peer | 

With care by ſage Phradates' healing 3 a 5 
Chgas d from your veins the poiſon's virulence.” 
The place of his loſt fon you long ſupply'd; 80 oe” 
 Arzaces was the name you always bore, oy e 
4 | Phradutes waited ſtill ſome happy change bl 97 5 ee 
\\ . N The God who judges kings wills otherwiſe. 3 2 
Tbe truth deſcends from heav'h in terrors clad, Fn 

And yawning ſepulchres with vengeance teem. my 3 ha . 
Ars. Haye I not then been try 'd enough, To x} ron | 
Was it for this you favd} me from the rage 8 . 55 . 
Of death, to make me feel ſeverer on 8 
Senirami:— then receiv'd my li te 
| Amidſt flagitious greatneſs, ſplendid crimes. 
| My mother Heavens, what dire diſcoveries! “ „ 
[- If the curſt Aſur were alone to blame, 3 1 7 = N 
Could it be provd—— — „ 1255 
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Which wrote your fate, was then en wy ts i 
| Phradates i in this letter tells the teſt; 0 ; | 
His evidence the fatal news confirms.” a 0 
Lei that ſuffice; tis Minus lifts your arm: BY >} yo! 2 


Thou bell that didſt addreſs me, thy FR words. . . 


The vidim from the ſacrificer s hid: po” 5 | 5 „ 
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He from bis tomb will guide you to his throne; DE 
He Fats for blood e en es, 4 5 
Akzacks, aſter deri . the u. 
Ob ty with wonders fill d! 
Are more obſcure to my confounded. mind, 
Than the dark tomb to which I now am re. 


Go in the horrors which o'ercaſt your foul,.. 

Heav'n that has ſpoke to you will be your guide. 

Think yourſelf now above the common lot, 

Marked by the gods, and ſet apart from men; ok | 

Though darkneſs hangs upon your fate, a. 

Weak inſtrument to gods from whom you GO) 

You muſt not call in queſtion their behefts, 

Preſerv'd from death adore their pow'r divine, 

Nor murmur, Tus with-thankful heart ap 
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Eu for the king its terrors to diſpel: e bY i ES 
Receive the homage which I gladly pay gn 
To the queen's huſband; to my rightful * . 
_ Semiramis with ardout feeks your vie; 
1 0d the moment that unites you both. Os LOG 
You anſwer not. Deſpair firs on your Bron" 3 ; | 
Vou ſpeak not, and your eyes with anguiſh roll 5 5 
A livid paleneſs ſpreads your cheek, your ne e 12 
Shiver with terror: what Taj he HEN cauſe?! | RN + / 
Arz. Let's fly to Avema. F Ee 
Mit. What may this what 
Can you, my lord, ſo cruelly Auen „„ 
The goodnels of the queen, her + PE babe, e 
Her heart which feorns ſo many kings for 3 : 
| Muſt then her hopes in you be all deceivid? | 2 
Ara. Gods! 'tis Semiramis that meets af ee 
done infernal, tomb of Minus, hide „„ 
| Her crimes s and me withio Tous ape gui; „ 
e ee eee e 
hem, 10 you we wit, come maſter of CY 
Its fate depends on you as well as mine 
That badge of honour I with joy behold, | | 
With which the pontiff has adorn'd your won, W 
That ſacred diadem, undoubted proof, 5 
That heav'n and deepeſt hell confirm my cho * | 
Fierce A ur s faQtion firuck with hely awe, - 
Yields at the voice divine, and dreads my view. 
Propitious Minus now an off ring aſks: - 
Grant bis deſire, no mote deſer my bis. 5 3 5 
Al | hearts K air our Me Ml) all approve; by 
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| You bows mL love, and vain is urs rage... „ 
TO Arzaces, in a violent agitation, . 


| Ob iu the Stec "of that perfidious wretch.! 4 15 fc 3 
In his vile blood let's 25 bis parricide!* 2 8 5 + 
Let us revenge the death of Ni 1... by 0 \ 5 OD . 3 ; | 1 
| Sem. Gods! a „ 
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Had—that he ade Fr 9253 "turns Ls „ 
Againſt his queen; deſtt es he not my hate? 
Sem. Receive ly Faith,” and bas OY ; 1 
Arz. My father! 0 
Sem. Gods, whit well thiol brows fe \ rel, =—_ 
js this that tendefnefs; tflat föſt retuf in 27 4 be 1 
Which 1 expected when I gave my bad T „„ 
Ml Tis true, the ff rightful oljetts' 40 have ſekn, 1 8 
5 The dead broke loofe' fon tlie profoutid 57 7 5 
| May well leave tertor lim your mind=bu . „ 
Dread ther no more Une 1 Arzaces fee. — * e "Bm 
Ah do not draw. a lw fig cloud bf grief e 
O'er the firſt moments of ſo-bright A Gays ROO 1 1 
Be ſuch as 1 beheld you at my 8 7 5 1 
When Aſur as a mater yok MHIClaimdU / 
No more fear Ninus, or his angry ghoſt,” e 55 . l 1 
Arzaces my defence, y "tralbihd, ape | = 7 x ws 
Dear prince 5 
Arg. ＋Ilt is too much 10 8851 a= * 55 fe 
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; os Fly me for ever or 8 of life. 4 5 5 | 


Explain this perturbation which has ſeiz'd NY 
' Your foul, and equal horror rais'd in mine. 
Upon your face deſpair with ghaſtly hve. 

_ Gleams terrible, and barrows up my. foul; . . 
Four blood hot eyes inſpire me with, more dread 
Than the rais d dead and heav n in league again m me. 

1 I offer you my crown with. trembling amd 4 
And with a faltering tongue declare my Ls. 5 0 ; 8 N 
Some unknown inſtinR's ſtrong attraction now | 10 
VUrges me tow rds you, now 5 5 8 Agen, 
And fill a buſy ſomething at my heart DE 00 
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Ars. Alas! Leer dare youre TY 
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_ You'll know t00 re but tis your. own deſre. 


"ne heres Toy fon, your mother's crimes attone. N 


On e may this ſword my boſom gore, 5 
And ſpill the blood which I derive from you : ns 
Oh rather take it, and transfix a heart 


Strike. —Doſt thou mingle then thy tears with, mine ps 
N day of horror full, and of delight 


Before you give the death my crimes deſerve, - 
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. Beware—each word would pierce y you to 15 A 
Sem. Let It—0r clear the doubt I labour . 


| or muſt | think you criminal. —Diſpatch. 15 2 0 | 3 | 1 
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Ar. May this then prove the only OR „ 
By the juſt gods ordain'd for ſuch a crime. 
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What Nav I read! ſupport me, or I die. 1 


Ar. Alas all now is Knoun.— e 1 5 
Sem. '——Delay no mor og as 
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Fulfil thy deſtiny, and with thy fivord | Meg oy 5 | 
Relentleſs pierce this wretched guilty breaſt; Wn 
Pour out my blood to quench my odious flame, ts 5 
Nature recoils with horror at my love: e We 5 : 


Revenge my crimes, revenge your father's Nat 
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I knew: not pity; be inhuman too: DE 
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Ah let thy guilty mother's ſtreaming tears 
| Rathe that dear hand, the miniſter of fate. 

* Lam your ſon, it is not meet that you, 
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owever guilty, ſhou| | embrace my knees. 


"Wine: ſubmillive bows, and to 0 you ſears. + . | 80 | 
The moſt profound reſpect a and tender ſo ye. 
- Hell prove your deareſt and m moſt hur ible ſul ec 
Heav'n is appeas 9 fince at reſtores. his fon 5 
Pield Aſur up to the  vindictaive g SE. dt 
| Few. Deign to accept my ſceptre and my uns 
Too long! have defil'd 1} | „ 3 
Pn... Lois ado ies tt 
| Afia ſhall ſtill admire you on f _ 
Sem. My crime's 's 100 great. 5 z 
| Nin. ——Repentance will at oe. Fr 
ein Ninus commands vou aſſume m my oo. 
His angry n manes 5 1 
A ee anguil b wut their 100 40915 i 
Nor ſhall my filial rears in vain be-ſhed. 
Be careful, good Ocanes, af th (peep 8 
Mean time deep bury d in thy fa 15 
Be this dire mykiery — No to 
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To ſave yau. and prevent thoſe e dive; | 
Aſtoniſh'd nature at your danger ſhrunk, _ 
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Th' expreſs commands of Ammopy's . 0 K 


Infernal voices, royal Mus Ghoſt ofa 
Told you. that all your mifery Bal de ani 


When Hymen had zeceiv'd/your &cond- vo. N 5 


They did not ſay the marriage ſhould take dene, 5 


Your fate's decided ſince it was prepar dq. 15 5 


Ninias reveres you; ſoon the gracious ge e F19 
A ſecret offering ſhall propitiat eee: DOE 


This dreaded day inſures your kee bs. be e 
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Adfeggs him more than Ninus and; my crimes „ 


But rigour ſoon to pity may ſucceed. e 
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Ola. Why thele fad thoughis 7 how can e 
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| Atonillment has ſeiz'd upon 1 the crowd, 2 

Nor can they gueſs t the meaning of his 8 25 
How ſerve his fon ? bis aſhes why revenge? 

They wait in filet wonder for the Her 1 Song 
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„ Rut anxious cares perplex my throbbing heart,” yy 
Permit me to embrace your royal knees. 
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He has betray d me, but he lives for you. ee 

Sem. an ſhare my bed pie t 
Axe The bands of Hymen. e IO 25 3 
I. Such union would be odious, impious, e, 
Araces — what of him n aer p page | 


Age. — Know then, ee eee ee a1td 
That i in the moment yy hes yoice impor . 
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Aze. ——That a ert W Kill 1 fear, 
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